


 

 

 

 
Your Opinion Matters: • Calling all Forage Producers and Consumers! Rising costs of 

testing and consolidation of forage seed companies have led to declining entries in public for-

age variety tests and many universities have discontinued their testing programs. The remain-

ing tests are also at risk of vanishing unless all stakeholders--producers, industry, and public 

universities—can agree on modifications that improve the economic viability of public variety 

testing programs. The American Forage and Grassland Council (AFGC) has developed this 

survey to collect information on what stakeholders expect from forage variety tests and what 

acceptable costs would be in relation to the expected results. This fall, an AFGC working group 

will summarize the survey results and use them to draft recommendations for improvements to 

the current system. It is our hope that based on these recommendations, universities, exten-

sion services, and forage breeders can come together and develop a coordinated forage varie-

ty test network that will benefit the development and use of improved forage cultivars across 

the USA. Please take the time to fill out the sur-

vey, which should take no more than 5 minutes. 

Survey Link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HPXZB3Q 

 

Upcoming Events 

August 19   Pressure Canner Testing, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Farmers Market, Main St. Church 
of Christ parking lot 

August 30   Pressure Canner Testing, 3-4 p.m. at the Chesterhill Produce Auction 

September 7-11 Morgan County Fair  

September 21-23 Farm Science Review, discounted tickets available at  the Extension office 
until September 20 and will be available at the Junior Fair office during fair 

September 25 Farm Bureau Banquet 

 
October 8  Morgan SWCD Banquet 

October 23   Morgan SWCD ATV Tour 

December 13  Morgan County Cattleman’s meeting, 7 p.m., Morgan H.S. Vo-Ag room 

Every Thursday through October, Farmers Market, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Main St. Church of Christ 
parking lot, McConnelsville, call  me if  you have questions on being a vendor 

 

We are also planning a fall gardening series at the library. We are hoping to have a program on 
garlic production, food from the forest and hopefully other topics. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HPXZB3Q


 

 

Don’t get burned by Hopperburn—check alfalfa for potato leafhoppers 

Hopperburn will also become more pronounced in areas of the state that are short 
on rain or are predicted to become drier because the alfalfa will not be able to out-
grow the feeding activity of PLH.  Scouting now and making appropriate manage-

ment decisions based on the scouting can 
help avoid serious damage to the crop. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hopperburn on alfalfa  Photo credit: Curtis Young 

 

Sweep netting is the best way to scout for PLH.  If alfalfa is more than seven days 
from a cut and plants are under normal stress, a good rule of thumb for an action 
threshold for treatment is when the number of PLH (nymphs+adults) in a 10-sweep 
set is equal to or greater than the height of the alfalfa. For example, if the alfalfa is 
10 inches tall, and the average number of PLH per sample is 10 or higher, treat-
ment is warranted. If the average is nine or lower, the grower should come back 
within a few days to see if the population is continuing to increase (treatment war-
ranted), staying the same (come back again in a few days), or declining (treatment 
not warranted). Vigorous alfalfa can tolerate higher numbers, and stressed alfalfa 
can tolerate fewer, so you may need to adjust your action threshold based on the 
condition of the alfalfa.  Keep in mind that an early cutting may also be an option. 

For videos on potato leafhopper scouting and management see: 

https://forages.osu.edu/video/scouting-potato-leafhopper-alfalfa 
https://forages.osu.edu/video/potato-leafhopper-identification-and-damage-alfalfa 
And our fact sheet: https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-33 

Potato leafhopper (PLH) adults arrived in 
Ohio during the last week of June and first 
week of July. Since then, the eggs have 
hatched and we are now seeing late stage 
nymphs and adults infesting alfalfa fields.  A 
few fields are showing the typical 
“hopperburn”, which is a triangular yellow-
ing from the center of the leaf to the leaf 
margin. The more mature the crop of alfalfa 
is since the last cutting, the more the hop-
perburn symptoms will be showing. 

https://forages.osu.edu/video/scouting-potato-leafhopper-alfalfa
https://forages.osu.edu/video/potato-leafhopper-identification-and-damage-alfalfa
https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-33


 

 

Water is Everything 

Chris Penrose, Agriculture and Natural Resources, OSU Extension, Morgan County (published in the 
Ohio Cattleman’s magazine) 

Over the years as I have worked with producers developing a grazing system, you would expect fencing 
to be the major issue. As the paddocks are set up, water almost always becomes the major issue. If you 
are fortunate enough to have reliable ground water or public water, this issue is minimized. I recall the 
droughts back in 2012 and 1988 and feed for livestock was not the issue, it was water. As creeks, springs 
and ponds dried up, options were limited and expensive, many had to haul water. On our family farm, I 
rely exclusively on creeks and springs and have developed most springs on the farm for the cattle. The 
first springs that were developed back in the 1960’s that had an estimated lifespan of 20 years lasted 
much longer and have been rebuilt except one that is still going strong. Since the drought of 88, I have 
developed the remaining springs to try to minimize issues in dry weather and provide multiple water 
sources in each paddock. 

An important consideration if an option is will the livestock go to the water or will you take the water to the 
livestock? When possible, it is almost always the best option to take the water to the livestock because 
water is generally the most powerful force determining where livestock will spend their time. A three year 
study at the Forage System Research Center in Missouri showed that when cattle had to travel more than 
800 feet to water, uneven grazing occurred: overgrazing close to the water and undergrazing on the op-
posite end of the paddocks. In addition, when cattle have to travel long distances to water, they tend to go 
in groups so an adequate supply of water needs to be available so all of the cattle can receive an ade-
quate supply. Water close to cattle does not need as much available water but needs the ability to re-fill 
the tank rapidly if it is small. Studies also demonstrate that water close to cattle will improve weight gains. 

How about water quality? If you have ponds or streams in paddocks and use them as a water source, we 
know that when it is hot, cattle like to stand in water, especially non-moving, shaded water, which will re-
duce quality. Pollution can come from erosion along the banks of the ponds and streams, and from ma-
nure and urine while standing in the water. For ponds we do know that installing a tank with the pond as 
the source improves water quality, or fencing out the pond with a small corner with a stone base and limit-
ing standing in the pond will improve quality. A friend of mine installed a gravity fed, frost free tank below 
his pond as a clean, reliable source of water. 

There are different thoughts on what to do with streams in paddocks and I am not sure what the right an-
swers is, but I do know that rotating to paddocks without streams limits exposure to paddocks with 
streams. Cattle like to stand in water not moving, so if you make part of a stream available for water, use 
a portion where the water is moving with a stone base. Finally, if given a choice, cattle that have access 
to clean water from a different source they will generally use that. I have one paddock where I had a 
spring developed with a stream running through it and the cattle use the stream less. Finally, I do know 
that during the summer, if your cattle are on fescue and you have a stream with standing water and 
shade, I bet I know where they will be during the day.  

Just some final thoughts. Ideally, we want clean, fresh water in every paddock, within 500-600 feet of the 
forage, and smaller tanks need to have a quick recharge. If possible, if water sources are in a fixed loca-
tion, can they serve multiple paddocks? I have one location with two 500 tanks in a lot that is available to 
three paddocks. I have another location with two tanks from two different springs together right on the 
fence line that is available to two paddocks and the water lines are joined together so if one spring goes 
dry, the other can supply both tanks.  

What is interesting to note on our farm is that every old barn had a cistern to capture water. If you calcu-
late the square feet of a building and the amount of precipitation we receive each year, there is potential 
to capture a significant amount of water for livestock. We have one producer in Morgan County that has a 
large holding tank by his barn and water is supplied by a spring and rain off the roof. It is then pumped to 
the top of a hill where the water then flows to tanks in each of the paddocks below. When it is dry, water 
is everything! 



 

 

Fall Calving, Is It Profitable? 
 

– Garth Ruff, Beef Cattle Field Specialist, OSU Extension (originally published in the Ohio Farmer on-line) 

Seasonality of Cattle Prices  – As with most things in agri-
culture, supply and demand has a great impact on prices. 
Griffiths et al, 2017 from the University of Tennessee analyzed several studies comparing spring 
and fall calving systems. After comparing the systems on a 205-day weaning age and two separate 
feed resource scenarios they concluded that even though spring-calving cows had heavier calves at 
weaning and lower feed costs than the fall-calving cows, the higher prices of steer and heifer calves 
captured by fall-born calves were able to cover the higher feed expenses and lighter weaning 
weights by the fall-born calves. 

In the fall of the year, when most of the weaned spring-born calves are marketed, supply is plentiful 
for order buyers to fill their feedlot orders. This increased supply contributes to our annual low 
in feeder cattle prices. 
 
During the spring when there is 
demand for calves to graze 
wheat in the plains, and grass 
here locally, prices on a per cwt 
basis are significantly higher due 
to a tighter supply of calves. That 
tight supply of fall born calves 
contributes to seasonality of the 
markets and our annual high for 
stocker calves and feeder cattle. 

Don’t forget that the cull markets 
are seasonal as well. Griffiths et 
al, also looking at Tennessee cull 
cow prices from 1990-2013 
demonstrated that fall calving 
culls sold in April and May were 
valued on average $8-9 cwt higher than spring calving culls sold in September or October. 

While fall calving may offer some 
unique challenges with regard to 
herd nutrition, there’s no arguing 
the cattle price seasonality bene-
fit it affords! 

Fall is my favorite time of the year, 
hay making is done, the feeder cat-
tle are being marketed, and college 
football is in full swing. Last winter in 
a cow-calf webinar, I briefly men-
tioned the virtues of a fall calving 
system here in the Eastern Corn 
Belt. In this article we’ll look at how 
fall calving can be a viable and prof-
itable system. 

mailto:ruff.72@osu.edu
https://www.farmprogress.com/cow-calf/fall-calving-it-profitable


 

 

 
Mud –As rainfall patterns shift here in Ohio and the rest of the eastern Cornbelt, indications are 
that our springs are going to be warmer and wetter over time. I think we can attest to that if recent 
memory serves us well. 

As mud becomes more of an issue, especially in the last trimester of gestation for a beef cow, re-
search conducted at the Ohio State University has shown suggests that a cow in muddy conditions 
requires an additional 1.8 Mcal Net Energy/day to maintain adequate body condition, Nickles et al, 
2020. 

Not only does mud have an impact on cow body condition, management and feeding also become 
a challenge when excessive muddy conditions persist. Fall calving in September to mid-October, 
when soil conditions are, on average drier, can be one method to reduce the impacts of mud on 
cow performance. 

Management Considerations – Historically, one of the biggest drawbacks to fall calving has been 
the increased cost to feed and maintain a lactating cow over winter. As acknowledged previously, 
that feed cost can be offset by higher calf values in the spring of the year.  

In the past couple of years, hay quality and quantity has been a limiting factor for some cattlemen. 
If forage is a at a premium and cow condition is being compromised with fall calving cows why not 
consider reducing the caloric needs of the cow by ending lactation around 120 days of age? 

In addition to improving management of available forage. We can also better manage calf perfor-
mance once they are weaned. Weaned calves can be fed a grower ration until marketing later in 
the spring. In order to do so, there is a transfer in feed cost cost from the cow to the calf. The goal 
is to have calves that are healthy, “green”,  and not over conditioned when turned out to graze. 
Whether or not higher spring calf values will offset higher calf nutrition and management costs is 
something to think about. 

Final Thoughts – Having a defined calving season is better than none at all. What works in other 
parts of the country may or may not work for your herd, however it always good to evaluate various 
management systems and current on farm practices. 

Sources:  Bradley, J. 2019. Consider Economics of Spring vs. Fall Calving Season. Noble Research Institute. Noble 
News and Notes. March 2019. 

Griffith, A.P., C.N. Boyer, G.W. Henry, J.A. Larson, S.A. Smith, and K.E. Lewis. 2017. “Fall Versus Spring Calving: 
Considerations and Profitability Comparison.” University of Tennessee Extension publication W 419. 

Nickles K., Relling, A., and Parker, A. Cost of Mud to the Beef Cow. Ohio Beef Letter, Ohio State University Extension. 
December 2021. 

Additional Fall Calving Thoughts, Chris Penrose  

I have been fall calving for almost 40 years and want to share some personal additional thoughts 
after reading Garth’s great article: Newborns are darn hard to find with all of my vegetation in Sep-
tember. I seem to have more predator issues (vultures close by after calving but never been cata-
strophic). I recall a study that fall calves tend to be 10% lighter at birth due to slower blood flow to 
the placenta because of the warmer weather during gestation but still have same genetic potential, 
I have had much fewer calving problems in the fall. I have had flystrike (maggots) on calves twice 
in my life but none past 25 years when I backed up calving until after fair. Conception rates seem 
to be higher, rarely do I ever have an open cow. I have the option in the spring to sell calves at av-
erage higher price or keep and sell in August. Finally, I can stretch out a bull with a spring and fall 
calving cows, manage them together and separately when needed and get two checks per year. 
However, I do not like the more often checking of cows during the two calving seasons and worry-
ing about calving twice a year instead of one. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2020/12/23/the-cost-of-mud-to-the-beef-cow/


 

 

Milkweed and Hemp Dogbane- Who’s Who? (Source: Christine Gelley, No-
ble Co. Ag Educator) 

 

Both milkweed and hemp dogbane have become more apparent in the area over 
the past month. Many people here in Morgan County have contacted me with 
concerns about dogbane. Christine has put together this great article to help ex-
plain and show in more detail information on milkweed and hemp dogbane.  

These two plants are related but have some distinct differences that can help 
landowners identify them and implement control measures when needed. Similar-
ities between the two include having creeping roots; leaves that appear on oppo-
site sides of the stem; and they produce a milky sap. Differences include that 
young milkweed leaves have fine hairs and hemp dogbane are nearly hairless; 
milkweed stems are generally thick and green, but hemp dogbane stems are usu-
ally red to purple and thinner in comparison; hemp dogbane frequently branches 
in the top canopy, while milkweed will typically not branch unless mowed; and 
seed pod shape is distinctly different after flowering with milkweed producing an 
upright tear drop shaped pod and hemp dogbane producing a long bean-like pod 
that hangs from the plant.  

While the usefulness of milkweed in the landscape is often justified for monarch 
butterfly populations, hemp dogbane has fewer redeeming qualities. Historically 
hemp dogbane has been used by Native Americans to make rope, clothing, and 
baskets. Both have the capability of spreading rapidly by their creeping roots and 
seed production. Both are best controlled in agricultural settings by a combination 
of strategic mowing and systemic herbicide application. Both milkweed and hemp 
dogbane are considered poisonous to livestock. Toxicities can occur from fresh or 
dried leaves, stems, and roots. 

 Learn more about milkweed and hemp dogbane by comparing the photos before 
and during flowering.   
 

Left: Common milkweed be-
fore flowering.  

Right: Hemp dogbane before 
flowering  



 

 

While death from poisoning is rare, reduced production efficiency is common if con-
sumed. Symptoms range from mild to severe and include vomiting, diarrhea, coordi-
nation loss, tremors, heart problems, respiratory distress, and death. While eliminat-
ing milkweed and hemp dogbane from all ecosystems would be unwise, treatment of 
some kind is advised in situations where livestock are consuming forage from areas 
with high populations.  

According to the 2021 Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois Weed Control Guide, both milkweed 
and hemp dogbane are significant agronomic weeds in no-till systems. Various 
postemergence herbicides can be effective on milkweed and hemp dogbane if the 
plants are less than eight inches tall. For the best control of the creeping root system, 
applications of translocated herbicides should be applied when the plants are in the 
bud to flower stage. Attaining complete control after one herbicide application is un-
likely. The most appropriate time to treat and product to use depends on the situa-
tion. Commonly used herbicides for suppression or control include glyphosate, 2,4-D, 
dicamba, and triclopyr products. Always follow the directions printed on the herbicide 
label for application rates, methods, and concerns.  

Left: Common milkweed during flowering. Right: Hemp dogbane during flowering.  



 

 

ESTATE FARM PLANNING 

Author:         David L. Marrison, Coshocton County Ag & NR Extension Educator 

(originally published in the 8/11/21 Farm and Dairy ) 

One of the key components of farm and estate planning is taking time to discuss how your farm 
business will handle the unexpected, the ah-crap moments, or the proverbial curve balls which 
life throws at our families and businesses. 

It is hard to plan for something that may or may not happen. However, the discussions which 
your family can have now, will make it easier to respond when hiccups do arise. In our “Passing 
on our Family Farm” series, we challenge farm families to be proactive. How would you respond 
to the following scenarios? 

Death- We are all going to leave this earth. How prepared is your business for the death of one 
of your principal farm operators? Has the next generation been trained up to manage all aspects 
of the business? If you knew you only had a month to live, what would be the most important 
items on your to-do list? Most of our planning revolves around the farm passing from the senior 
to the junior generation. What happens when a family member dies “out of turn?”   

Disability- Agriculture ranks among one of the most hazardous industries in the United States. 
Farmers are at very high risk for both fatal and nonfatal injuries. What plan does your business 
have to overcome short or long-term absences of key managers and employees?  Additionally, 
as we age, our bodies don’t bounce back as fast as they did previously. How will the business 
account for the slowing down of family members and employees as they age?  

Divorce- Statistics from the US Census Bureau indicate that 50 percent of Americans will be 
married only once. Thus, the likelihood of a divorce impacting someone involved in the business 
is a stark reality. What mechanisms does your business have to protect assets from a divorce? 
What happens when a divorce occurs to a key employee who also happens to be your son or 
daughter in-law? 

2nd Marriages- After the death of a spouse or after a divorce, family members may re-marry. 
How will you react when a remarriage occurs? Some adult children may be unsettled when their 
middle-aged or senior parent remarries especially following a death of a spouse. What impact 
will a re-marriage have on your farm business? What concerns may arise when the senior gener-
ation who owns the majority of the land remarries?   

Long Term Care- No one plans on having to go to a nursing home. However, for many families 
this may become a reality. Do you have plans to fund the long-term care for one or more mem-
bers of the family farm? Where would $75,000 to $100,000 per year come from to pay for a 
skilled care center? Will you have to sell land?  Should you buy long-term care insurance? Or do 
you just pray that this situation never arises?  

Lack of Retirement Funds- Social security is one of the major retirement sources for many farm 
families. Currently, the average couple who both are receiving benefits would average $2,596 
per month. An aged widow(er) living alone would average $1,453 per month. Based on your fam-
ily living expenses, will social security be enough? Or will other retirement funds be needed?  
Will the succeeding farm generation need to pay a rental payment to help fund their parents 
and/or grandparent’s retirement? 

Buying Out Business Partner- What would you do if your brother who has been your business 
partner for over 30 years suddenly want to cash his half of the business out and retire? Or what if 
he dies and you have to buy out his heirs? Is there enough equity for a buy-out or will the farm 
have to be sold? Does your operating agreement address this issue?   

Lawsuits- We live in an increasingly litigious world. How is your business protected from a law-
suit which might arise from a farm accident or from an ag product you sold? How much protec-
tion is offered by your business structure? Do you have enough liability insurance coverage? 
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(Dave Marrison article, continued) 

Discourse- Like it or not, we all have some type of dysfunctionality. There are bound to be disa-
greements between generations, spouses, siblings, and in-laws. Stress can enhance these disa-
greements. What can you do today to improve the effectiveness of your family communication? 

Global Issues- the coronavirus pandemic is a perfect example of an unexpected issue which we 
had little control over. Weather events and trade issues can also impact our business.  How well is 
your business positioned financially to weather global issues? 

So, a lot more questions than answers. But hopefully, this will help you begin the discussion on how 
to better prepare for the bumps in the road ahead. Have a good and safe day! 

Roundup Stays for Farmers but not for Lawn/Garden Use  

By Julie Harker Source: https://brownfieldagnews.com/news/roundup-stays-for-farmers-as-

bayer-sets-aside-dollars-for-futureclaims/  

Bayer says it’s committed to ensuring access to glyphosate for its farmer customers but will re-

place all U.S. lawn and garden glyphosate-products with NON-glyphosate-based formulations 

to mitigate any future litigation risk. Bayer says it is putting aside more than $4.5 Billion dollars 

for future lawsuits about Roundup but stresses the product will remain available for farmers. 

This spring, a judge rejected Bayer’s plan to limit the cost of settlements in claims that its 

glyphosate product cause non-Hodgkins lymphoma. In a call with investors on July 29, Bayer 

officials say they will file a petition with the U.S. Supreme Court to review the lower court ruling 

in favor of Roundup user Edwin Hardeman. If the ruling is in Bayer’s favor, they say it would 

end Roundup litigation. But, if it does not, Bayer says it will have the set aside amount for future 

cases. Bayer says their case has only gotten stronger about the safety of Roundup since the 

litigation began when the product was owned by Monsanto.   


	Binder1.pdf
	August 2021-ag newsletter

	Scanned from a Xerox Multifunction Printer (003).pdf

