2026 Beef Skillathon Study Guide

The Morgan County Jr. Fair Skillathons will take place on Saturday, August 15 at the
fairgrounds. All beef exhibitors should bring their completed beef record book.

Age divisions for Skillathon are as follows (your age as of January 1): Juniors 8-11,
Intermediates 12-14, and Seniors 15+

This study guide describes each station that will be included in the Beef Skillathon. The
Beef Skillathon is for all youth exhibiting beef animals including market steers, feeder
calf heifers/steers, dairy beef feeder calf, and beef breeding. If your animal is unable to
exhibit at the fair, skillathon will serve as a judging requirement.

Station 1: Project Record Book & Quality Assurance

Present your project record book to the judge and the judge will review your record book
and award points for completion. *All youth must have their project books with
them and completed or else they will be turned away at Skillathon*

*ALL youth must have a picture of their project animal in their books regardless
of what the project is (Market, Breeding, Pack Goat, etc.) and regardless of what
the book states. No digital photos allowed (pictures on phones) must be printed
out and in the books! *

You will be asked 5 questions about the OH-QA Silos Animal Health, Animal Management,
Community and Producer Fundamentals

} Silo 1 Animal Health- Responsible Drug Use, Withdrawal Times, Handling Medications

} Silo 2 Animal Management- Daily Observations, Welfare,
Animal Identification
} Silo 3 Community- Biosecurity, Food Safety and Environmental Stewardship

} Silo 4 Producer Fundamentals- Recordkeeping, Ethics and Regulations

To be eligible to show at the Morgan County Fair, you must attend a Quality Assurance
Training by July 21, 2026. To be eligible to show at the Ohio State Fair, you must
attend Quality Assurance by June 01, 2026.

*PLEASE NOTE: The top of this study guide indicates age ranges for
Skillathon, please confirm you are studying for the appropriate age group based
off of what this study guide says. The age ranges are NOT the same as
showmanship!!*

Station 2: Project Interview

You will have an interview for the beef project you are exhibiting at the Morgan County
Jr. Fair. You will be asked 5 questions by an interview judge. Topics the questions will



be based off of can be found on this study guide. All questions are based on the Beef
Resource Handbook.

Station 3: Hands-On Activity Topic

Juniors: Parts- Use page 14 in your Beef Resource Handbook (117R) for information.
Intermediates/Seniors: Structural Correctness. Use page 24 in your Beef Resource
Handbook (117R) for information.

Beef and Dairy Feeder Study Guide Question Topics

Market Beef/Feeders/Beef Breeding Projects

Juniors: Will be asked questions from topics on Nutrition and Feeding (Ch 7), Getting Ready for the Show
(Ch 9) and Caring for Animals (Ch 12).

Intermediates: Will be asked questions from topics on Health Maintenance (Ch 5), Nutrition and Feeding
(Ch 7), Reproduction and Getting Ready for the Show (Ch 9) in your Beef Resource Handbook (117R).

Seniors: Will be asked questions from topics on Health Maintenance (Ch 5), Nutrition and Feeding (Ch
7), Carcass Evaluation (8) and Caring for Animals (Ch 12) in your Beef Resource Handbook (117R).

Dairy Beef Feeders

Juniors: Will be asked questions from topics on Management Practices (Ch 3), Getting Ready for the Show
(Ch 9) and Dairy Beef (Ch 11) in your Beef Resource Handbook.

Intermediates: Will be asked questions from topics on Health Maintenance (Ch 5), Nutrition and Feeding (Ch
7), Reproduction and Getting Ready for the Show (Ch 9) and Dairy Beef (Ch 11) in your Beef Resource
Handbook.

Seniors: Will be asked questions from topics on Nutrition and Feeding (Ch 7), Carcass Evaluation (8),
Caring for Animals (Ch 12) and Dairy Beef (Ch 11) in your Beef Resource Handbook.
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