
2026 Horse Skillathon Study Guide 

The Morgan County Jr. Fair Skillathons will take place on Saturday, August 15 at 
the fairgrounds. All horse exhibitors should bring their completed Equine record 
book. 

 
Age divisions for Skillathon are as follows (your age as of January 1): Juniors 8-11, 
Intermediates 12-14, and Seniors 15+ 

 
This study guide describes each station that will be included in the Horse 
Skillathon. The Horse Skillathon is for all youth in 4-H with horses to exhibit at the 
fair. If your animal is unable to exhibit at the fair, skillathon will serve as a judging 
requirement. 

 
Station 1: Project Record Book 

 
Present your completed equine record book to the judge. Your book must be 
completed prior to arrival at the skillathon. Your book will be scored on 
completeness and neatness. You need a record for each horse you identified in 
June 2026.  Each Equine Record Book 4-H190R has space for two records.  

 
Station 2: Project Interview & Safety Sense 

 
You will have an interview for the horse project you are exhibiting at the Morgan 
County Jr. Fair. You will be asked 5 questions by an interview judge. It will be up to 
you to properly state which equine project(s) you are enrolled in. Topics can be 
found at the end of the study guide for each project.  
 
You will be asked questions about Horse Safety. Information for this station can be 
found in Beginning Horse Management #174 page 21 and EquiSTEP.  

 
Station 3: Hands-On Activity 

 
Juniors: Parts of a Horse - You will be asked to identify 10 parts of a horse. 
Information can be found on page 81 in the Beginning Horse Management #174 
project book. 
Intermediates: Parts of a Saddle - You will be asked to identify 10 parts of a saddle 
of your choice (Western or English). Information can be found in the Beginning 
Horse Management #174 project book on pages 23- 24. 
Seniors: Nutrition - You will be asked questions about the types and kinds of feed 
as well as how much to feed a horse. Information can be found on pages 57 - 59 in 
the Beginning Horse Management #174 project book. 
 
 



Interview Questions: 
 

174 Beginning Horse Management (First Year) 
 You will be asked 5 questions on  

1. Horsemanship (pages 31-42) 
2. Grooming and Conditioning (pages 51-55) 

 
174 Beginning Horse Management (Second Year) 
You will be asked 5 questions on:  

1. Nutrition (pages 57-61) 
2. Horse types and uses, and breeds of horses (pages 65-71) 

 
174 Beginning Horse Management (Third Year) 
You will be asked 5 questions on:  

1. Showmanship (pages 44-49) 
2. Colors and markings of horses (pages 74-78) 
3. Health care and miscellaneous health conditions (pages 95-98) 

 
175 Light Horse Selection 
You will be asked 5 questions on: 

1. Horse types by breed (pages 28-37) 
2. Judging pleasure performance classes (pages 40-41) 

 
177 Horse Training 
You will be asked 5 questions on: 

1. Nature and Instincts of the horse (pages 9-12) 
2. Tools for training (pages 20-22) 
3. Desensitivity Training (pages 40-42) 

 
180 Learning to Jump 
You will be asked 5 questions on: 

1. Project Area 1: Before Learning to Jump (pages 10-12) 
2. Project Area 2: Steps in Learning to Jump (pages 13-15) 

 
181 Draft Horse 
You will be asked 5 questions on: 

1. Breeds of Draft Horses (pages 10-12) 
2. Draft Horse Nutrition (pages 21-25) 

 
182 Small Equine 
You will be asked 5 questions on: 

1. Breed Types and confirmation (pages 10-14) 
2. Health care (pages 15-17) 



184 Standard Bred Horses 
You will be asked 5 questions on: 

1. Development of the standard bred (pages 9-11) 
2. Evaluating the conformation of a harness horse (pages 11-14) 

 
186 Gymkhana 
You will be asked 5 questions on: 

1. Getting started in Gymkhana (pages 8-9) 
2. Nutrition (pages 10-12) 

 
187 Roping 
You will be asked 5 questions on: 

1. History of Roping (pages 8-9) 
2. Types of ropes (pages 10-12) 

 
188 Trail Riding 
You will be asked 5 questions on: 

1. Selecting the trail horse (pages 8-13) 
2. Nutrition for the trail horse (pages 16-18) 

 
189 Dressage 
You will be asked 5 questions on: 

1. Glossary (pages 9-15) 
2. Level of competition (pages 16-18) 
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